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Clergy 
Rev. Fr. James C. Pappas 

 
Rev. Fr. Christian Burkhard 

 

Staff 
Pastoral Assistant/ Youth Director 

John Strzelecki 
 

Office Administrator 

Kristin Criado: sggoc@comcast.net 
 

Parish Council 
George Papangellin ñPresident 

Peter Vallis-Vice-President 

Amanda Sopp ð Secretary 
Michael Osborn-ð Treasurer 

Dio StefanopoulosñPast President 
Advisor 

Mark Archon, Marean Bechara,  

Daniel Booras, Alex Carter, Ramzy 
Khoury, Cristian Panoff & Elena  

Stefanopoulos 
 

Athena Philoptochos Society  

Elaine Sotiropulos 
 

Bookstore 
Cindi Boukidis &Madelyn Jones 

 

Choir 
Themis Michailides  

 
Coffee Hour Coordinator  

Pam Sopp (209) 986-5273 

 
St. George Outreach Ministry 
Eve Taylor & Fr. Christian Burkhard  

 

St. George Dance Ministries  
Bassel Khoury, Alexi Archon and  

Melina Kazanjian  
 

DOP/Maids of Athena 

Evelyn T. Boosalis & Lia Forakis 
 

AHEPA/Sons of Pericles 
Nick Tousounis & Ioannis Kok-

kinidis  
 

 

Parish Priests, Staff and  

Ministries  Contact Information  
Through the Grapevine 
We Are Here For You 
We are aware that there is a new normal when it comes to church attendance.  By going 
online, we have actually increased our viewership of services exponentially.  We have also 
enjoyed more people attending our chats and bible studies.  Even though we are physical-
ly present on the church property, we will continue to keep you updated and involved 
through our many online mediums.   Our priests and staff are always available to you 
when you have need.  We sincerely hope that you will continue to remember your be-
loved parish through your stewardship offerings.  You can continue to mail in your stew-
ardship to the church office (2219 N. Orchard St.; Fresno, CA 93703), or make a dona-
tion on our church website via PayPal.  

 

Light a Candle 
If you would like us to light a candle in the church for you, please 
email the church office at sggoc@comcast.net, or call the church 

office at (559)233-0397.    
 

Chats,  Bible Studies  and More!   
St. George Church is  offering a wide variety of online options. With the aid of an online 

conference tool, we are holding chats and bible studies for all ages, youth group meet-

ings, and activity time for kids .  Check out the calendar, and our website: 
www.stgeorgefresno.org, for a dates and times.  You can join one of our chats or bible 

studies by going to the following link and entering the meeting ID and password found 
below.  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/261968467?

pwd=ellhR3NZTkorN0tHTGRpcHRKLzgvdz09 

You can also join all meetings, chats and bible studies by calling in with your telephone.  
Use one of the following phone numbers and enter the meeting ID and password when 

prompted.   
1(301)715 8592  OR  1(253)215 8782  

Meeting ID: 261 968 467   Password: 646251 

 

Live Streaming Church Services  
St. George is live streaming all of our church services on Facebook Live.   Go to https://
www.facebook.com/stgeorgegreekorthodoxchurch/ to watch services live.     A weekly 

schedule is located on our website, and reminders are emailed sent out electronically.  If 
you are not receiving our email or text updates and would like to, please email the 

church office at sggoc@comcast.net to be added.   

 
St. George Outreach Ministry (SGOM) 

In June, the SGOM filled 100 bags for the homeless as St. George Outreach Minis-
triesõ  response to a request from the Fresno Rescue Mission.  Each bag was filled with the 

following:  toothpaste and a toothbrush with plastic travel tube, body wash / soap, 

package facial / hand wipes, package tuna / chicken salad with crackers, fruit cup, 
snack-sized trail mix, snack-sized goldfish crackers, snack-sized cookie package, and 

snack-sized peanut butter-filled crackers. 
Thank you to Marcia Taylor, Lorraine Bukilica, and Eve Taylor for filling the bags and to 

Fr. Jim and Fr. Christian who delivered these bags, and several towels and blankets that 

were donated during our drive. 
 

Condolences 
Condolences to the Vallis and Charchalis family in the falling asleep of Demitraõs 

grandmother, Demetra Sargetis.  May her memory be eternal.  
 

 

 
 

http://stgeorgefresno.org/giving/treasureC:/Users/Office/Documents/2005%20International%20Night
http://www.stgeorgefresno.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/261968467?pwd=ellhR3NZTkorN0tHTGRpcHRKLzgvdz09.3
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/261968467?pwd=ellhR3NZTkorN0tHTGRpcHRKLzgvdz09.3
https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgegreekorthodoxchurch/
https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgegreekorthodoxchurch/
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Fresno Greek Fest 2020 
  
This yearõs Fresno Greek Fest will be a òDrive Throughó with food to go!  We are preparing all of the food in July and 

August and we need your help! 
 

In order to keep everyone appropriately socially distanced, we will have limited, separated work stations with dis-

posable aprons and isolated supplies.  Because of this, we will have a reservation system for preparation shifts so that 
everyone will have a place to work.  We strongly encourage household family members to come and work togeth-

er.  (We will not be pairing anyone with someone who is not from their household.) Even if you havenõt come to help 
before, we will really need you to come, as a party of two or more, to help with food preparation.  We will provide all 

directions in a safe and clean environment.  

 

Please watch for a more detailed email to follow!` 
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Join us for Virtual Coffee Hour Sundays at 12:00PM  

The virtual coffee hour is structured to allow  

participants to visit and enjoy the company of others.   

 

To join, go to the following link and enter the  

meeting ID & password (found below).  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/956098942?

pwd=amZmckpKTEhCYWRDNUJpbVNoZ1NDUT09 

 

You can also join using your telephone.   

Dial one of the following phone numbers, and enter the 

meeting ID and password when prompted.   

 

(669) 900-9128 or (253) 215 8782      

Meeting ID: 956 098 942        Password: 297189 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/956098942?pwd=amZmckpKTEhCYWRDNUJpbVNoZ1NDUT09C:/Users/Office/Documents/2005%20International%20Night
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/956098942?pwd=amZmckpKTEhCYWRDNUJpbVNoZ1NDUT09C:/Users/Office/Documents/2005%20International%20Night
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We hope this newsletter finds everyone continuing to stay safe, masked, and distanced!  With Church just re-engaging 

and Food Festival taking on a different approach, we are still waiting before we begin scheduling for next year.  We will 

keep you informed.  

 

Please take some time to reach out to one another to keep our connections strong!  We miss you but look forward to safer 

days ahead! 

Strapped In: How to Enjoy the Ride  

and Trust the Divine Driver 
By, Melissa Allen 

Weõve all seen it happen in the grocery store parking lot. The back door of the 
minivan is open and a mom is leaning in, battling her toddler in an attempt to get 

her into a car seat. The little girl is too young to do it herself, and she doesnõt have the 
capacity to understand that itõs for her own good. So she balks and cries and carries 

on, stiffening herself into a board that will not bend to sit and be buckled in to safety. 

There are times when a child will settle down and fall asleep once the fight is over. 

And there are others who cry and wail and carry on the whole way home. Mom 

drives and tries to keep one eye on the road ahead while the other eye looks in the 

rearview mirror. She attempts to pacify her little one by talking sense into the situa-

tion, and in an effort to calm her child says, òItõs okay. I know you donõt like it, but weõll be home soon. I put you there because I 

love you and want you safe. I canõt take you out yet. Please believe me.ó 

How often do we go through life and find ourselves in a car-seat situation? We, too, might be crying and carrying on because 
certainly, this is not where we are supposed to be. We, too, might say, òI want to get out. I want the ride to stop. I want to do 

what I want right now. Let me out of this carñthis situation, this limitation, this troubling time.ó 

But who is listening to our complaints? Who is the parent in the driverõs seat? Could God be the one looking at us, attempting 

to reassure by saying: òItõs okay. I know you donõt like it, but it will be over soon. Your prayers will be answered at just the right 

time. You will be at peace once again. I put you there because I love you and want you safe. Itõs the best place for you to be 

right now. Please believe me.ó Do we have faith to believe this? Can we imagine ourselves, tantrum-ridden children, angry 

about being restricted at this moment but trusting that our best Parent, God, truly knows what He is doing and will take us to 

a place of peace? Like a good Parent, He lets us balk and carry on. But like a trusting child, letõs bend, letõs sit, and letõs try to 

believe Him through the ride. 

The Athena Philoptochos Society  

http://www.familywellnessministry.org/author/melissa-allen/
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St. George Greek Orthodox Church Youth  

June Updates 

In June, we continued our Zoom activity time for the youngest Sunday School classes (ages 2-8). In addition, we also continued 

our chats for our other grade levels as well as the dance group. Please contact John at John.j.strzelecki@gmail.com if you or 
any members of your family would like to be placed on the texting lists for activity time or join any of our band groups.  

 

Things to Look Out for in July  

Our Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco will be doing virtual summer camp beginning the second week of July. This 

will be a Monday, Wednesday, and Friday program. The last day to register is THIS SUNDAY JULY 5TH. For more infor-

mation, please see the attached flyer on page 10. Also, we will continue our Zoom meetings throughout July as well as coordi-
nating activities for our youth that correspond with our cooking schedule for festival.  

 

Archdiocesan Youth Safety Training  

With the gradual opening of the church, we are once again committed to completing as a parish our Archdiocesan Youth 
Safety training for the 2020-2021 school year. This training is mandatory for anyone who wants to work with our youth; 

whether as an advisor, dance instructor, Sunday School teachers or any other youth worker position. In particular, all youth 
workers must complete a background check as well as training modules for Youth Safety and Youth Protection (which take 

one to two hours). The training is required to be completed yearly and the background check every two years.  Please email 

John at John.j.strzelecki@gmail.com if you are interested in more information on completing your training.  
 

 
 

Family Wellness Ministries 

As you may know, our Archdiocese and Metropolis has many resources to support our families for Family Wellness. The Me-

tropolis of San Francisco Wellness Ministry, which our beloved Fr. Jim and Pres. Donna help coordinate, has the following mis-
sion statement:  

 
òConnecting individuals, couples, families and clergy through the heart toward healthy Christ-centered relationships.ó 

 
Our Family Wellness Ministry is committed to providing resources, training, support and information through 

seminars and workshops to church communities, individuals, families, lay and clergy alike, and who are strug-
gling to repair broken relationships and who want to create deeper connections. 

We have been created by God to connect with others face-to-face and heart-to-heart. We are called by our 

Lord to love, to listen, to care for and comfort. The Family Wellness Ministry of the Metropolis of San Francisco is 
established to bring families and loved ones together, to connect through the heart for deeper Christ-centered 

relationships. 
Faced with the many challenges of living in a society wrought with divorce, addiction, abuse, and shifting moral values, we see 

more and more families struggling to keep their families together and their relationships meaningful. Our age of social media, 

created for the purpose of helping people connect, in many cases is having the opposite effect. We know less of who others tru-
ly are, and less of who we are, as we mutually project onto social media what we want others to òsee.ó 

Our Family Wellness Ministry is committed to respond to these challenges by encouraging families to reconnect òface-to-face 
and heart-to-heartó. We are engaging in practical ways to build healthier clergy and parish families by offering resources, 

training, support, seminars and information to church communities throughout our Metropolis. 

 
òFamilies, clergy and laity should be able to turn to their parish or the wider Church, which offers real guidance and real ser-

vices. Throughout its history, the Orthodox Church has offered Her members, and anyone who seeks Her out, places for learn-
ing, prayer, reflection, and healing.ó ~Metropolitan Gerasimos 

 

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - Center for Family Care 
https://www.goarch.org/departments/family 

 
Metropolis of San Francisco ð Family Wellness 

http://www.familywellnessministry.org/ 

 

 

mailto:John.j.strzelecki@gmail.com
mailto:John.j.strzelecki@gmail.com
https://www.goarch.org/departments/family
http://www.familywellnessministry.org/
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 Summer Series: òCouplesõ Communicationó: Letõs talk about it!  
 
Introducing a new ministry for Orthodox Young Married Couples with the collaboration of the Metropolis 
Family Wellness Ministry and the Office of  Youth & Young Adult Ministries.  
 
Join us for an open forum for young married couples to gain insight and helpful tools that will cultivate 
òwellnessó in their marriages and family life. We will meet once a month this summer during June, July and 
August, and then we'll offer our amazing book series this fall. It is open to engaged couples as well, especially 
as they are going through their marriage enrichment classes.  
 
This summer series will be offered once a month on Thursdays, July 16, and August 20, 2020 at 6:30pm 
PST on zoom.  
 
George Papageorge MFT, Director of  Family Wellness Ministry will share insights from his 30 years of coun-
seling couples. Johanna Duterte Carter, Director of  Youth & Young Adult Ministries, will help facilitate our 
discussions. All together, we will connect, interact, and learn practical principles for healthy communication 
and conflict resolution.  
 
We will discuss relevant topics such asé  
What role does òself awarenessó play in talking skills?  
What role does òempathyó play in listening skills?  
What communication tool box did I inherit from my family of origin?  
The vital role of having òdifferencesó.  
Dispelling the myth that good marriages are conflict free.  
 
For more information and Zoom log-in, please visit the Youth and Young Adult website:  
www.gosfyouth.org/young-married-couples 

http://www.gosfyouth.org/young-married-couples
https://gosfyouth.org/young-married-couples
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ñRECONNECTINGé 
FOR A SUMMER LIKE 

NO OTHERò 
 
 

Join us this summer to stay connected to your camp family, and        
continue to meet new friends!  

 

FOR CAMPERS AGES: 

8 years old (or entering 3rd grade in Fall 2020) 
 until 18 years old (or will be graduating High School in Spring 2020). 

 

2020 VIRTUAL CAMP DATES: JULY 13 - 31, 2020 

Join us this July for three weeks of Virtual Camp!  
Thatôs right, we are offering one session that will last for three weeks!  

We will meet using zoom on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays of each week starting July 13 and ending July 31, 
with a special Opening Ceremonies and introduction to the program on Sunday night, July 12, 2020. 

 

WHAT WILL VIRTUAL CAMP BE LIKE? 

Campers will be assigned to a cabin with counselors, and we will offer some of your favorite camp activities like daily 
services, arts & crafts, faith & culture, cabin discussions & devotionals, Orthodox life, a virtual camp dance, and more!  
Our program will include two hours in the morning from 10:00am-12:00pm, and an hour and a half in the evening from 

6:30pm - 8:00pm.  
The morning program will begin with Orthros followed by a short sermon from the Priest which will highlight the Or-
thodox Life topic of the day, followed by Time with God, Cabin Talk (where cabins will engage in discussions) and 

conclude with one activity session (like arts & crafts or faith & culture).  
The evening program will begin with either Vespers or Paraklesis, followed by either a cabin devotional or an evening 

activity.   Stay connected for more information! 
 
 

HOW MUCH IS VIRTUAL CAMP?   ITôS FREE! 

Online registration is open from  

June 5 - July 5, 2020 

For more information and to register, go to: 

www.gosfyouth.org/virtualcamp 
 

Check out this video about Virtual Summer 
Camp 

https://vimeo.com/412924484 


